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Campaign Desk:
CJR’s Desk for Politics, Policy, and the Press

Campaign Desk is CJR’s online outlet for intelligent and timely analysis of political and
policy journalism. By praising the media for good work and criticizing them for bad,
Campaign Desk aims to elevate the character and caliber of our national political discussion.
Re-launched in 2007 to provide in-depth analysis of the coverage of 2008’s presidential
campaign, Campaign Desk has remained active to keep tabs on the Obama administration’s
successes and failures, and evaluate the media’s coverage of the administration’s political
manueverings and major initiatives.

Campaign Desk had wide-ranging impact during the presidential campaign, earning credibility in
all camps. Since election day, Campaign Desk has continued to serve as the conscience of the
political press. Whether assessing the political press’s coverage of the government’s efforts to
speed the nation’s economic recovery; the rhetoric involved in the health reform debate; the
administration’s fidelity to Obama’s campaign-trail promises; or the daily political goings-on in
Washington, we have done our part to uphold and improve the quality of our democratic
conversation through honest and rigorous press criticism.

Campaign Desk is edited by Justin Peters, CJR’s managing Web editor. Regular contributors
include Trudy Lieberman on health policy and reform; Clint Hendler on governmental and
journalistic transparency; and Greg Marx and Alexandra Fenwick with must-read responses to
the day’s most compelling political stories.

Over the past year, Campaign Desk has been cited in, quoted in, praised by, linked by, or
interviewed in several hundred media outlets, including: The Rachel Maddow Show, The New
York Times, Politico, The O’Reilly Factor, The American Prospect, The Washington Monthly,
The New Yorker, Media Matters, The Washington Post, The Atlantic, the New York Post,
Gawker, The Raw Story, Harper’s, Hot Air, Instapundit, Slate, Crooks and Liars, Reddit, Salon,
Memeorandum, the New York Daily News, the Utne Reader, MichaelMoore.com, The
Philadelphia Inquirer, and Talking Points Memo. Our writers have appeared on countless
programs, including The Daily Show, XM Radio’s POTUS with Joe Mathieu, On the Media, All
Things Considered, Lou Dobbs Tonight, the Brian Lehrer Show, and The O 'Reilly Factor.

As the new political landscape continues to reveal itself, perhaps Harper’s put it best: “CJR
remains indispensible.”



